
If New World Screwworm Returns: 
Here are proactive steps that can be taken to protect livestock, equine and wildlife from 
the potential threat of New World screwworm (NWS).

Steps To Take Now:  
•  Create a reporting plan: Compile phone numbers of regional Texas 
Animal Health Commission (TAHC) and Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department (TPWD) offices. Any potential cases must be 
immediately reported within 24 hours of identification.

•  Partner with a veterinarian: Establish a formal 
veterinary-client-patient-relationship (VCPR). Connecting with a 
veterinarian now ensures a professional is ready to assist with 
diagnosis, treatment and official reporting.

•  Know animals’ normal behavior: Observe livestock, wildlife and 
pets regularly to establish a baseline for their normal health and 
behavior. This familiarity will allow for quick recognization of unusual 
signs in behavior, which could indicate a screwworm infestation. 

•  Repair fences and equipment: Inspect property for hazards. Repair 
broken fences, gates and working pens to reduce the chance of 
accidental harm or wound to an animal, risking exposure to NWS.

•  Prioritize brush control: Assess pastures or pens and clean up and 
destroy any overgrown brush, thorny plants or sharp debris that 
could cause an open wound to an animal.

•  Plan for increased monitoring: Vigilant surveillance of animals is 
critical, especially when temperatures are above 65°F. Since daily 
inspection may be required, create a labor plan now to ensure there 
is enough help available to monitor all animals effectively if an 
outbreak occurs.

•  Inform hunters and guests on property: Communicate with 
lessees and visitors on private property to monitor for NWS 
infestation on wildlife and livestock when hunting. Closely review 
game camera photos and videos for open wounds and animals that 
appear to be sick. Discuss the importance of reporting any 
suspected cases within 24 hours of identification. 

•  Use safe handling practices: Brush up on low-stress, safe animal 
handling techniques by taking a quality assurance course (Beef 
Quality Assurance, Pork Quality Assurance, Dairy Farmers Assuring 
Responsible Management, etc.). Proper handling minimizes injury 
and stress, making animals less vulnerable to infestation.

How NWS is Spread:   
The average life cycle of a NWS is 
10-30 days: 

1. Adult flies mate & the female 
lays eggs on the edge of an 
open wound or exposed area of 
soft tissue. 

2. Eggs hatch into larvae within 
10-12 hours of being laid. 

3. Larvae burrow into the wound 
and feed on living tissue.

4. Mature larvae drop to the 
ground and burrow into the 
soil to pupate, which then 
emerge as adult flies in as little 
as 7 days, starting the cycle 
over.

Adult NWS flies can fly as far as 12 
miles in search of a suitable host. 
The movement of infested 
livestock or wildlife can lead to the 
spread in even greater distances. 

NWS Landowner Guidance
Recommendations for landowner, livestock, equine and wildlife industries in the event of 

New World screwworm returning to the U.S. 

Learn More

Screwworm Coalition of Texas
Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
Texas Association of Dairymen
Texas Cattle Feeders Association

Texas Farm Bureau®

Texas Pork Producers Association

Texas Poultry Federation

Texas Quarter Horse Association

Texas Sheep & Goat Raisers 

Association

Texas Wildlife Association

East Foundation

Independent Cattlemen's Association of Texas
Livestock Marketing Association of Texas 
South Texans’ Property Rights Association

Exotic Wildlife Association


